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a fell ow -11·a ve ler wlicn he sees one. 1nade a 
survey and cam e away cl:u.zlcd in tl1e New 
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1 York nevirw of J3ooks. !li s theme w:1 s :1111 · 
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sou11ds : if adopterl by the Supreme Cou rt. 
l1 er tiH' nry WOIII d gi ve til e state a wedge to 
rr.v into fam ily dec isions. It is wi ld enough 
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i\1.1 of which helps ex pla in wl1y ill' r l1u s· .I \vould 111:1ke cont ribu tions tn ill •' pol icy 
band. a " moderate" Sou tlierner, wa:; en· i r l1 oices of this crJuntrv far br. vond tiiC' wavs 
dorsed by so many Northern liberal s ovPr I First Ltd irs ever ha-re." Hiil ~try •:CHild be 
a tru er believer such I to ;1 l' res idt'llt Clinto11 what both E l c~IIH! r 
as Tom Harkin . nuusr•\· f'it and Harry Hup~ins we re to 
T iley m ay wonder FDR. Cllllfidan te <llld pO\\'t'r broker com · 
about Bill. but bined. 
tliCi ' re sure about So ,,.II\. ;t n •n 't vur li bera ls <1 11 d f,~ mini s t s 
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· t il e tub·tilum pi11g 
Texas popu I ist. sa ys 
Bill Clinton's " in· 
stincts are good." 
But what reall y 
rmkes Mr. High· Hillnnt Cllnt•m 

towe r " comfortabl e ar c the good p~ ~ op!P 
around !lim , startin g willi Hillary. lw 
savs. " SI1e's a re:1! progress il'e . fe(' l 
she'd be his consc ience as president .· 
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Will Hillary b~ eld accountable? 
·-· I . . 
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ca(Tlpaign. Hillary Rodham A 
Clmton sa id tha t if her hu s

band werd elected. we would al so 
get her in jl kind of two-for-one 
p~ckngc ; sbmething like a co-presi
dent. 

: she has been true to her word 
bf. influencing the selection of 
many members of her husband's 

inet. But that's not all. Last 
ek President-Elect Bill Clinton 

artnounced that his wife would sit 
in·oh cabinet meetings and would 
h~lp make policy. 

isn't so mi1ch that she is indePen
dent - bttt that she enjoys it. She 
is doing sOmething her predeces
sors didn'~ dare. " And for good rea
son did they not dare to do it. 

Th~ is~ue is hoVv· ~t:cf: i nfluenc~ 

• No Republican president would 
be all owed to give his wife such 
p~wc r. Recall the editoria! and po
littca l out rage from Ronald 
R~ag.a ~' , oppon·::nts when Nancy 
Reaga n was said to be involved in 
ce;hain r>ersonnel decisions. such she will have and how the public 
as-chief of staff. As for policy mak- will kno"'t'lwhich policies evolved 
ing, President Reagan was forced from the lected president, and for 
tq7rcpeatedly assure t~e public that which he, therefore, is to be held 
his wife was not invo wed in mak- accountalrle, and :Which policies 
it ig policy. Astrology, ~s. Policy. came fr011 the mmd of his unelect-
110_ ed wife? 

• In othcrr words. how will Hillary 
' In announcing tha t Hilla ry Clin- Clinton br held accountable? 

to'rl will attend cabinet meetir1gs. In the Dec. 18 issue of The Wall -...:;:;~~ 
Bij! Clinton said the reason was Street .l o~rna l , reporter Michael ~=-=:;,::+ 
t ha~ "she knows more thau the rest Fri sby wr~ t es about the designated . .=.:..:...::r==..~...::::.:.;.;;;;.=,.,;;.;;._. 
n~ u :-. ahou t a lot of things." Now chief of s{afl: Thomas (Mack) 

:s comment is either (a) cond<.>- MeLan y:. "There are already ques-
·hu ing, or (b) i, is sex ist. like tions aboGt whcther Mr. MeLany 

Sf!eak tng of "the little woman," fol- is knowltiJgeable, enough about 
l o~ed by a knowing win k of the Washington to be effective in his 
eye. or {c) it is true- Hillary Clin- · job_ but friends suggest it may 
ton reall y does know more than the well fallt b Mrs. Clinton to supply 
incoming cab inet nnd her husband, whateverl savvy Mr. MeLany may 
wh'ch is an in .:redible admission be lacking." 
by a new pres tdent and a revelation This i ~ frigh tening stuff. We 
tha t the public has been duped. don't need a "shadow president," 

The issue is not influence. Every a type of:'I melda Marcos pulling 
president's wife. every person's policy stm ngs and running the gov-
spouse. has and should have infiu- emment behind the scenes with no 
ence. Susan Faludi , writing in The accountability to the people. At a 
New York Ti mes. says of Hillary minimum. Hillary Clinton should 
Clinton: "What galls_h_et_· d_e_t_r_ac_t_o_rs _ _ b_e_s_u_bjej tto the 'same ethics laws 

I 

'' -COULD WRITE a book 
about the battles we have 

·· _had to fight at the state 
capitol because of philosopLJies 
held by the Clintons. She is far 
more ambitious than her hus
band." 

All the more reason for her to 
be held accountable by the public 
and for us to have regular rcpon s 
on her activities. 

-----·- ---
Cal Thumas writes a column s.vndicated 
by the l.os An!(l'les Times. 
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